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Mr. Thomas Bach
President The International Olympic Committee

Request Please C ancel

the 2020 Tokyo Olympic and Paralympic Games.

We, residents of Tokyo and of some other cities where the games of the 2020 Olympics and
Paralympics are planned to be held and those others who oppose the 2020 Tokyo games,
request the International Olympic Committee to cancel, rather than postpone, the games.

The COVID-19 is spreading rapidly in Japan. Tokyo and Hokkaido where Sapporo, the city the
I0C has selected as the host of the marathon games of the Tokyo 2020, is located are among
prefectures that have more COVID-19 patients than others. Seen from the fact that many
people are contracted with the virus in tropical countries as well, there is no guarantee that
the disease will be contained by summer when the games are scheduled.

The Headquarters of TEPCO, the utility company that caused a nuclear disaster in 2011, is
located in Tokyo, the host city of the 2020 Olympics and Paralympics. Although the nuclear
power plant where the disaster took place is in Fukushima Prefecture, all the power generated
there was used for Tokyo. Due to the nuclear disaster, Tokyo was also contaminated with the
radiation. If the standards of the Ukrainian legislation established after the accident in
Chernobyl were to be applied to Japan, most part of the eastern Tokyo where the population
is concentrated and many Tokyo 2020 games are to be held would require the government to
implement a special health management scheme for the residents. Some parts of the coastal
area where the athlete village and the venue of canoeing games are located are contaminated
with radiation of the level equivalent to that of the areas in Chernobyl where the residents are
granted rights to evacuation if they want under the above-mentioned Ukrainian law.

We have already pointed out these concerns and opposed Tokyo’s hosting the 2020 Olympics
and Paralympics since the bidding stage. We have also made efforts to raise awareness in the
international society of various cases of human rights violation, particularly rights to life, that
have taken place in connection with Olympic and Paralympic games and would likely be
repeated in connection with the Tokyo games. The national government and local government
of Tokyo however ignored such voices and forcibly went ahead with the bid for the 2020 games
by concealing the actual situation of radioactive contamination in Tokyo. The fact that various
problems have surfaced recently has made it clear that the national and local governments
made erroneous judgment from the very beginning. The nuclear emergency declared soon after
the accident in 2011 is yet to be lifted.

It will take a long time for Japan to overcome this enormous challenge of radioactive
contamination that resulted from the 2011 Fukushima nuclear disaster. The situation will not
sufficiently improve in a year or two. The nuclear disaster is still an on-going problem in
Fukushima and many people there want the Japanese government to make more efforts to
address the difficulties that people of Fukushima have been facing since the nuclear disaster
and to allocate more resources to such efforts including compensations for those who were
severely affected by the disaster. Holding the games that the Japanese government often calls
"the recovery Olympics” under these circumstances will not only risk the health of athletes,
officials and the spectators from across the world but also ignore the demand by the struggling
people of Fukushima.

For the reasons stated above, we request the International Olympic Committee to completely
cancel the 2020 Tokyo Olympic and Paralympic Games.

March 31, 2020
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